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National name: República Argentina

President: Néstor Kirchner (2003) 

Area: 1,068,296 sq mi (2,766,890 sq km)

Population (2005 est.): 39,537,943 (growth rate: 1.0%); birth rate: 16.9/1000; infant mortality rate: 15.2/1000; life expectancy: 75.9; density per sq mi: 37

Capital and largest city (2003 est.): Buenos Aires, 13,076,300 (metro. area), 12,116,400 (city proper)

Other large cities: Córdoba, 1,486,200; Rosario, 1,276,900; Mendoza, 988,600; Mar del Plata, 683,700

Monetary unit: Peso

Languages: Spanish (official), English, Italian, German, French

Ethnicity/race: white (mostly Spanish and Italian) 97%; mestizo, Amerindian, other 3%

Religions: Roman Catholic 92%, Protestant 2%, Jewish 2%, other 4%

Literacy rate: 96.2% (1995 est.)

Agriculture: sunflower seeds, lemons, soybeans, grapes, corn, tobacco, peanuts, tea, wheat; livestock.

Industries: food processing, motor vehicles, consumer durables, textiles, chemicals and petrochemicals, printing, metallurgy, steel.

Natural resources: fertile plains of the pampas, lead, zinc, tin, copper, iron ore, manganese, petroleum, uranium.

Major trading partners: Brazil, Chile, U.S., China, Spain, Germany (2003).

BOLIVIA
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National name: República de Bolivia

President: Evo Morales (2006)

Area: 424,162 sq mi (1,098,580 sq km)

Population (2005 est.): 8,857,870 (growth rate: 1.5%); birth rate: 23.8/1000; infant mortality rate: 53.1/1000; life expectancy: 65.5; density per sq mi: 21

Historic and judicial capital (2003 est.): Sucre, 204,200; Administrative capital: La Paz, 1,576,100 (metro. area), 830,500 (city proper)

Other large cities: Santa Cruz, 1,168,700; Cochabamba, 815,800; El Alto, 728,500; Oruro, 211,700

Monetary unit: Boliviano

Languages: Spanish, Quechua, Aymara (all official)

Ethnicity/race: Quechua 30%, mestizo 30%, Aymara 25%, white 15%

Religion: Roman Catholic 95%, Protestant (Evangelical Methodist) 5%

Literacy rate: 87% (2003 est.)

Agriculture: soybeans, coffee, coca, cotton, corn, sugarcane, rice, potatoes; timber.

Industries: mining, smelting, petroleum, food and beverages, tobacco, handicrafts, clothing.

Natural resources: tin, natural gas, petroleum, zinc, tungsten, antimony, silver, iron, lead, gold, timber, hydropower.
Major trading partners: Brazil, Venezuela, Colombia, U.S., Peru, Argentina, Chile (2003).

CHILE
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National name: República de Chile

President: Michelle Bachelet (2006)

Area: 292,258 sq mi (756,950 sq km)

Population (2005 est.): 15,980,912 (growth rate: 1.0%); birth rate: 15.4/1000; infant mortality rate: 8.8/1000; life expectancy: 76.6; density per sq mi: 55

Capital and largest city (2003 est.): Santiago, 5,333,100 (metro. area), 4,372,800 (city proper)

Other large cities: Viña del Mar, 303,100; Valparaíso, 274,100; Talcahuano, 252,800; Temuco, 247,200; Concepción, 217,600

Monetary unit: Chilean Peso

Language: Spanish

Ethnicity/race: white and white-Amerindian 95%, Amerindian 3%, other 2%

Religions: Roman Catholic 89%, Protestant 11%, small Jewish and Muslim populations

Literacy rate: 96% (2003 est.)

Agriculture: grapes, apples, pears, onions, wheat, corn, oats, peaches, garlic, asparagus, beans, beef, poultry, wool; fish; timber.

Industries: copper, other minerals, foodstuffs, fish processing, iron and steel, wood and wood products, transport equipment, cement, textiles.

Natural resources: copper, timber, iron ore, nitrates, precious metals, molybdenum, hydropower. 

Major trading partners: U.S., Japan, China, South Korea, Mexico, Italy, Argentina, Brazil (2003).

COLOMBIA
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National name: República de Colombia

President: Alvaro Uribe (2002) 

Area: 439,733 sq mi (1,138,910 sq km)

Population (2005 est.): 42,954,279 (growth rate: 1.5%); birth rate: 20.8/1000; infant mortality rate: 21.0/1000; life expectancy: 71.7; density per sq mi: 98

Capital and largest city (2003 est.): Santafé de Bogotá, 6,837,800

Other large cities: Cali, 2,283,200; Medellín, 1,957,800; Barranquilla, 1,330,400; Cartagena, 901,500

Monetary unit: Colombian Peso

Language: Spanish

Ethnicity/race: mestizo 58%, white 20%, mulatto 14%, black 4%, mixed black-Amerindian 3%, Amerindian 1%

Religion: Roman Catholic 90%

Literacy rate: 93% (2003 est.)

Agriculture: coffee, cut flowers, bananas, rice, tobacco, corn, sugarcane, cocoa beans, oilseed, vegetables; forest products; shrimp.

Industries: textiles, food processing, oil, clothing and footwear, beverages, chemicals, cement; gold, coal, emeralds.

Natural resources: petroleum, natural gas, coal, iron ore, nickel, gold, copper, emeralds, hydropower.

Major trading partners: U.S., Ecuador, Venezuela, Brazil, Mexico, China, Japan, Germany (2003). 

ECUADOR
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National name: República del Ecuador

President: Alfredo Palacio (2005)

Area: 106,888 sq mi (276,840 sq km)

Population (2006 est.): 13,547,510 (growth rate: 1.5%); birth rate: 22.3/1000; infant mortality rate: 22.9/1000; life expectancy: 76.4; density per sq mi: 127

Capital (2003 est.): Quito 1,780,700 (metro. area), 1,443,900 (city proper)

Largest cities: Guayaquil, 2,597,600 (metro. area), 2,013,500 (city proper); Cuenca, 285,700

Monetary unit: U.S. dollar

Languages: Spanish (official), Quechua, other Amerindian languages

Ethnicity/race: mestizo (mixed Amerindian and white) 65%, Amerindian 25%, Spanish 7%, black 3%

Religion: Roman Catholic 95%

Literacy rate: 93% (2003 est.)

Agriculture: bananas, coffee, cocoa, rice, potatoes, manioc (tapioca), plantains, sugarcane; cattle, sheep, pigs, beef, pork, dairy products; balsa wood; fish, shrimp .

Industries: petroleum, food processing, textiles, wood products, chemicals.

Natural resources: petroleum, fish, timber, hydropower.

Major trading partners: U.S., Colombia, Germany, Venezuela, Brazil, Chile, Japan (2003).

PARAGUAY
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National name: República del Paraguay

President: Nicanor Duarte Frutos (2003)

Area: 157,046 sq mi (406,750 sq km)

Population (2005 est.): 6,347,884 (growth rate: 2.5%); birth rate: 29.4/1000; infant mortality rate: 25.6/1000; life expectancy: 74.9; density per sq mi: 40

Capital and largest city (2003 est.): Asunción, 1,482,200 (metro. area), 525,100

Other large cities: Ciudad del Este, 239,500; San Lorenzo, 210,000

Monetary unit: Guaraní

Languages: Spanish, Guaraní (both official)

Ethnicity/race: mestizo 95%

Religions: Roman Catholic 90%, Mennonite, other Protestant

Literacy rate: 94% (2003 est.)

Agriculture: cotton, sugarcane, soybeans, corn, wheat, tobacco, cassava (tapioca), fruits, vegetables; beef, pork, eggs, milk; timber.

Industries: sugar, cement, textiles, beverages, wood products, steel, metallurgy, electric power.

Natural resources: hydropower, timber, iron ore, manganese, limestone.

Major trading partners: Brazil, Uruguay, Switzerland, Argentina, China (2003). 

PERU
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National name: República del Perú

President: Alan García (2006)

Area: 496,223 sq mi (1,285,220 sq km)

Population (2005 est.): 27,925,628 (growth rate: 1.4%); birth rate: 20.9/1000; infant mortality rate: 31.9/1000; life expectancy: 69.5; density per sq mi: 56

Capital and largest city (2003 est.): Lima, 8,113,000 (metro. area)

Other large cities: Arequipa, 837,300; Trujillo, 725,200; Chiclayo, 598,400

Monetary unit: Nuevo sol (1991)

Languages: Spanish, Quechua (both official); Aymara; many minor Amazonian languages

Ethnicity/race: Amerindian 45%, mestizo 37%, white 15%, black, Japanese, Chinese & other 3%

Religion: Roman Catholic 90%

Literacy rate: 91% (2003 est.)

Agriculture: coffee, cotton, sugarcane, rice, potatoes, corn, plantains, grapes, oranges, coca; poultry, beef, dairy products; fish.

Industries: mining and refining of minerals and metals, petroleum extraction and refining, natural gas, fishing and fish processing, textiles, clothing, food processing, steel, metal fabrication.

Natural resources: copper, silver, gold, petroleum, timber, fish, iron ore, coal, phosphate, potash, hydropower, natural gas.

Major trading partners: U.S., UK, China, Switzerland, Chile, Spain, Brazil, Colombia (2003).

URUGUAY
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National name: República Oriental del Uruguay

President: Tabaré Vázquez (2005)

Area: 68,039 sq mi (176,220 sq km)

Population (2005 est.): 3,415,920 (growth rate: 0.5%); birth rate: 14.1/1000; infant mortality rate: 11.9/1000; life expectancy: 76.1; density per sq mi: 50

Capital and largest city (2003 est.): Montevideo, 1,745,100 (metro. area), 1,347,600 (city proper)

Monetary unit: Uruguay peso

Languages: Spanish, Portunol, or Brazilero

Ethnicity/race: white 88%, mestizo 8%, black 4%

Religions: Roman Catholic 66%, Protestant 2%, Jewish 1%, nonprofessing or other 31%

Literacy rate: 98% (2003 est.)

Agriculture: rice, wheat, corn, barley; livestock; fish.

Industries: food processing, electrical machinery, transportation equipment, petroleum products, textiles, chemicals, beverages.

Natural resources: arable land, hydropower, minor minerals, fisheries.

Major trading partners: Brazil, U.S., Argentina, Germany, China, Mexico, Italy, Russia (2003).

VENEZUELA
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National name: República Bolivariana de Venezuela

President: Hugo Chavez (2002) 

Area: 352,143 sq mi (912,050 sq km)

Population (2005 est.): 25,375,281 (growth rate: 1.4%); birth rate: 18.9/1000; infant mortality rate: 22.2/1000; life expectancy: 74.3; density per sq mile: 72

Capital (2003 est.): Caracas, 3,517,300 (metro. area), 1,741,400 (city proper)

Largest cities: Maracaibo, 1,889,000 (metro. area), 1,854,300 (city proper); Valencia, 1,515,400; Barquisimeto, 948,900

Monetary unit: Bolivar

Languages: Spanish (official), numerous indigenous dialects

Ethnicity/race: Spanish, Italian, Portuguese, Arab, German, African, indigenous people

Religions: Roman Catholic 96%, Protestant 2%, other 2%

Literacy rate: 93% (2003 est.)

Agriculture: corn, sorghum, sugarcane, rice, bananas, vegetables, coffee; beef, pork, milk, eggs; fish.

Industries: petroleum, iron ore mining, construction materials, food processing, textiles, steel, aluminum, motor vehicle assembly.

Natural resources: petroleum, natural gas, iron ore, gold, bauxite, other minerals, hydropower, diamonds.

Major trading partners: U.S., Netherlands Antilles, Dominican Republic, Colombia, Brazil, Mexico (2003).




Los países de Centroamérica

COSTA RICA
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National name: República de Costa Rica

President: Abel Pacheco (2002)

Area: 19,730 sq mi (51,100 sq km)

Population (2005 est.): 4,016,173 (growth rate: 1.5%); birth rate: 18.6/1000; infant mortality rate: 9.9/1000; life expectancy: 76.8; density per sq mi: 204

Capital and largest city (2003 est.): San José, 1,527,300 (metro. area), 337,200 (city proper)

Monetary unit: Colón

Languages: Spanish (official), English

Ethnicity/race: white (including mestizo) 94%, black 3%, Amerindian 1%, Chinese 1%, other 1%

Religion: Roman Catholic 76.3%, Evangelical 13.7%, Jehovah's Witnesses 1.3%, other Protestant 0.7%, other 4.8%, none 3.2%

Literacy rate: 96% (2003 est.)

Agriculture: coffee, pineapples, bananas, sugar, corn, rice, beans, potatoes; beef; timber.

Industries: microprocessors, food processing, textiles and clothing, construction materials, fertilizer, plastic products.

Natural resource: hydropower.

Major trading partners: U.S., Guatemala, Nicaragua, Mexico, Venezuela (2003).

EL SALVADOR
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National name: República de El Salvador

President: Antonio Saca (2004)

Area: 8,124 sq mi (21,040 sq km)

Population (2005 est.): 6,704,932 (growth rate: 1.8%); birth rate: 27.0/1000; infant mortality rate: 25.1/1000; life expectancy: 71.2; density per sq mi: 825

Capital and largest city (2003 est.): San Salvador, 1,791,700 (metro. area), 504,700 (city proper)

Other large cities: Santa Ana, 167,200; San Miguel, 145,100; Zacatecoluca, 36,700

Monetary units: Colón; U.S. dollar

Languages: Spanish, Nahua (among some Amerindians)

Ethnicity/race: mestizo 90%, white 9%, Amerindian 1%

Religions: Catholics 83%; growing population of evangelical Protestants (1992)

Literacy rate: 80% (2003 est.)

Agriculture: coffee, sugar, corn, rice, beans, oilseed, cotton, sorghum; shrimp; beef, dairy products.

Industries: food processing, beverages, petroleum, chemicals, fertilizer, textiles, furniture, light metals.

Natural resources: hydropower, geothermal power, petroleum, arable land.

Major trading partners: U.S., Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico (2003).

GUATEMALA

[image: image12.png]



National name: República de Guatemala

President: Oscar Berger (2004)

Area: 42,042 sq mi (108,890 sq km)

Population (2005 est.): 14,655,189 (growth rate: 2.6%); birth rate: 34.1/1000; infant mortality rate: 35.9/1000; life expectancy: 65.1; density per sq mi: 349

Capital and largest city (2003 est.): Guatemala City, 2,655,900 (metro. area), 1,128,800 (city proper)

Other large cities: Mixco, 287,600; Villa Nueva, 138,900

Monetary unit: Quetzal

Languages: Spanish 60%, Amerindian languages 40% (23 officially recognized Amerindian languages, including Quiche, Cakchiquel, Kekchi, Mam, Garifuna, and Xinca)

Ethnicity/race: Mestizo (Ladino)—mixed Amerindian-Spanish ancestry—55%, Amerindian (Mayan) or predominantly Amerindian 43%, whites and others 2%

Religions: Roman Catholic, Protestant, indigenous Mayan beliefs

Literacy rate: 71% (2003 est.)

Agriculture: sugarcane, corn, bananas, coffee, beans, cardamom; cattle, sheep, pigs, chickens. 

Industries: sugar, textiles and clothing, furniture, chemicals, petroleum, metals, rubber, tourism.

Natural resources: petroleum, nickel, rare woods, fish, chicle, hydropower.

Major trading partners: U.S., El Salvador, Mexico, South Korea, China (2003).

HONDURAS
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National name: República de Honduras

President: Manuel Zelaya (2006)

Area: 43,278 sq mi (112,090 sq km)

Population (2005 est.): 6,975,204 (growth rate: 2.2%); birth rate: 30.4/1000; infant mortality rate: 29.3/1000; life expectancy: 65.6; density per sq mi: 161

Capital and largest city (2003 est.): Tegucigalpa, 1,436,000 (metro. area), 1,248,300 (city proper)

Monetary unit: Lempira

Languages: Spanish (official), Amerindian dialects; English widely spoken in business

Ethnicity/race: mestizo 90%, Amerindian 7%, black 2%, white 1%

Religions: Roman Catholic 97%, growing population of evangelical Protestants

Literacy rate: 76% (2003 est.)

Agriculture: bananas, coffee, citrus; beef; timber; shrimp.

Industries: sugar, coffee, textiles, clothing, wood products.

Natural resources: timber, gold, silver, copper, lead, zinc, iron ore, antimony, coal, fish, hydropower.

Major trading partners: U.S., El Salvador, Guatemala, Mexico (2003)
NICARAGUA
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National name: República de Nicaragua

President: Enrique Bolaños (2002)

Area: 49,998 sq mi (129,494 sq km)

Population (2005 est.): 5,465,100 (growth rate: 1.9%); birth rate: 24.9/1000; infant mortality rate: 29.1/1000; life expectancy: 70.3; density per sq mi: 109

Capital and largest city (2003 est.): Managua, 1,390,500 (metro. area), 1,146,000 (city proper)

Monetary unit: Gold cordoba

Languages: Spanish (official); English and indigenous languages on Atlantic coast

Ethnicity/race: mestizo 69%, white 17%, black 9%, Amerindian 5%

Religions: Roman Catholic 85%, Protestant

Literacy rate: 68% (2003 est.)

Agriculture: coffee, bananas, sugarcane, cotton, rice, corn, tobacco, sesame, soya, beans; beef, veal, pork, poultry, dairy products.

Industries: food processing, chemicals, machinery and metal products, textiles, clothing, petroleum refining and distribution, beverages, footwear, wood.

Natural resources: gold, silver, copper, tungsten, lead, zinc, timber, fish.

Major trading partners: U.S., El Salvador, Costa Rica, Honduras, Mexico, Guatemala, Venezuela, Japan (2003).

PANAMA
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National name: República de Panamá

President: Martín Torrijos Herrera (2004)

Area: 30,193 sq mi (78,200 sq km)

Population (2005 est.): 3,039,150 (growth rate: 1.3%); birth rate: 20.0/1000; infant mortality rate: 20.5/1000; life expectancy: 71.9; density per sq mi: 101

Capital and largest city (2003 est.): Panama City, 1,053,500 (metro. area), 437,200 (city proper)

Other large cities: San Miguelito, 309,500; Colón, 44,400

Monetary units: balboa; U.S. dollar

Languages: Spanish (official), English 14%, many bilingual

Ethnicity/race: mestizo 70%, Amerindian and mixed (West Indian) 14%, white 10%, Indian 6%

Religions: Roman Catholic 85%, Protestant 15%

Literacy rate: 93% (2003 est.)

Agriculture: bananas, rice, corn, coffee, sugarcane, vegetables; livestock; shrimp.

Industries: construction, brewing, cement and other construction materials, sugar milling. 

Natural resources: copper, mahogany forests, shrimp, hydropower.

Major trading partners: U.S., Nigeria, Germany, South Korea, El Salvador, Peru, Costa Rica, Belgium, Japan, China, Singapore (2003).

